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amaranthus '95 

Established in 1971, Amaranthus is the annual publication of the Arts and 
Humanities Division of Grand Valley State University. It accepts graphics 
suitable for black-white reproduction, plus fiction, drama, non-academic non­
fiction, and poetry. Materials come from current Grand Valley students. 
Submissions are welcome year-round and should be accompanied by a self­
addressed business-size envelope for notification only. Manuscripts are not 
returned. Art is returned by hand only. Submission deadline for the 1996 issue is 
March 17. The 1996 number will appear September 1. Mail written submissions 
to arrive on or before the deadline to: Amaranthus, English Department, GVSU, 
Allendale, MI 49401; or hand submit to Secretary, English Department, Lake 
Superior Hall. Deliver graphic art personally to Secretary, English Department, 
Lake Huron Hall. 
01995, The Division of Arts and Humanities, Grand Valley State University. 
Copyright reverts to author on publication. 
Editor: W.P. Osborn 
Proofreader: Sylvia Watanabe 
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Editor's Page 
TIlis is my last issue as editor. The position has allowed me the chance to read 
the best work written at GVSU for seven issues over six years, and the lack of 
future access does cause regret. There have been certain other satisfactions-the 
magazine comes out regularly, now (albeit as an annual), and the editorial and 
production quality are standardized-but also disappointments. For reasons I'm 
not privy to, graphic art, for instance, though especially invited, is no longer 
submitted to the magazine. Submissions by writers have also fallen off in the last 
couple of years-not, as one might surmise, because of competition from the 
student-operated publication, Brickyard, whose presence I welcome and whose 
content is generally distinct from Amaranthus's, but perhaps because of 
disagreement with this magazine's editorial decisions or the fear of rejection. 
Indeed, submissions that have made it to print have been highly competitive. In 
any case, to overcome these troubles, the periodical needs new ideas, new blood, 
new energy-in short, a new editor. 
The current issue continues to reflect a dry editorial taste, its components 
relatively quiet, dealing with human-scale situations in detailed and convincing 
ways. It begins with writing that pertains to literary aesthetics. Judith Boogaart's 
"When 1 said Good-Bye" heads a segment on "love"-in quotation marks because, 
while containing plenty of sex, it also deals with consequence. With Danielle 
Dagenais's non-fiction, "Evan," we broaden into issues offarniliallove and 
family values. Bernadette LaBuda's enigmatic "She Wakes" leads several poems 
that cohere around the subject ofmortaiity. Brian Warkoczeski's "Society's 
Kidney" moves the issue toward reflections of other sorts-societal, spiritual, even 
literal. And we conclude with poems that apply metaphorically to magazine 
publication. Judith Boogaart's "Box," for example, is an analog to the journal you 
hold in your hands, and Pat McKeage's frozen moment the same. 
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